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Stacy Levy  
Drawing water in  
the city



Making the hidden  
underground water  
into a visible walk-  
able experience



A sense of water  
flowing under our  feet



Even with all dry materials—  a 
way to kinetically feel the  water



Sometimes the flow  
is up and down:  
flooding



And we need a way to register  the 
changing levels—
so we can remember



The pattern of the watershed is  
hard for us to comprehend—



Sometimes we need  
to be in it to see it



And we can compare  
the different waters  
from each tributary



collecting water  
allows us to learn  
how to find  
waterways



Maps that carry the rain—  like
watersheds in miniature



Each creek is a  
runnel filled with  rain



Taking back places where water has  been 
driven away and reclaiming a  space for 
water to flow



Engineering a way for  
the human hardscape  to 
share with nature



Removing hardscape



Giving water a place to flow  
and be filtered



Our built environment  
needs to share more  
space with nature



Giving Nature a  
larger portion of  the 
urban  infrastructure



Which work in  all 
seasons



Art has a job:  
Introducing  
people to the  
everyday flows  of 
urban nature



Brooklyn = 
the Land of Brooks

"I was going by the house of Lubbertse, and saw many little hills in the way from the house to (Brouwer's) 
Mill along the neck and inquired what the hills were ... was answered that it was the INDIAN CORN 
LANDS."    Maritie Bevors, 84 years old,     1741 New Amsterdam Court Trial Proceedings

Sassian 
Stream

Sassian = (Indian)
Planter, the woman 

who sows

1901 – Indian Place Names of 
Brooklyn, William Tooker 

1766 Ratzer map

Bryant White

Gowanus 
Creek

Brouwers 
Brook

Vechte’s 
Brook

CREEK SCENE INVESTIGATION – REVERSING THE FLOW OF TIME…
Brooklyn’s spring water made first settlements possible.



THE TYPICAL LANDSCAPE: SMITH & BERGEN STREET (circa 1640)         artist Len Tantillo



YOU ARE 
HERE

SM
IT

H S
T

BERGEN ST

1851 Cooke Hull View of Gowanus Creek
Brooklyn Historical Society

1766 Ratzer Map

Sassian Spring



WHY 
CROOKED 
STREET ?

CSI:   CREEK SCENE             
         INVESTIGATION

WHY
PUDDLE?

YOU ARE 
HERE



WHY BIG 
TREE?



WHY BIG 
TREE?

Bing Aerials, circa 2010



WHY 
SOUND OF 
RUNNING 
WATER ?

Bing Aerials, circa 2010



IS SASSIAN 
STREAM 
STILL 
FLOWING AT 
THE 
CORNER OF 
SMITH & 
BERGEN 
STREET ?

A HIDDEN WORLD UNDERNEATH OUR FEET..



WHY DO WE CARE ? 
Sewer Overflow Pollution in our water recreation areas (Poop, 
Estrogen, Zoloft, Viagra)
NEARLY A MILLION GALLONS PER DAY …



15 DECEMBER 2012 BALLOON AERIAL 

GOWANUS CANAL MAPPING OF SEWAGE PLUMES FROM HURRICANE SANDY DAMAGE

ARE THERE WAYS TO GET 
FORGOTTEN STREAMS 

OUT OF SEWER SYSTEM ?



ECOLOGICAL
(HISTORICAL)
WATER CYCLE  

URBAN
WATER 
CYCLE

IT RAINS

WATER GOES INTO 
PIPE

CONDENSATION

EVAPORATION

INFILTRATION &
HISTORIC STREAM 
RESTORATION

IT RAINS

SOME
WATER GOES 
INTO PIPE

WHAT WE WANT
2011, Lukas Kronawitter, Terreform One, Water Sensitive Urban Design for the Gowanus Canal





Street Creeks
Ate Atema 2012



PLAYPUMPS !
Use Playgrounds built on old Ponds to store water



Denton’s Mill 
Battle Site

Christopher Anderson 
2017 First Street Basin redevelopment 
proposal

Lets not drain 
The Swamp

Lets Rebuild It

Make Gowanus 
Great Again

Water 
Parks




























